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these imperfect and foolish laws, Shaw Is of the
opinion that a type such as the philanderer,
Charteris, becomes a frequent phenomenon. We
notice here the author's sturdy and oft reiterated
faith in the efficacy of legislation to improve
upon human nature as it acts and reacts in so-
ciety and the state.

Regarded as architecture, this dispersedness
of attack tends to lessen the effect of unity in
the play; as a story, the love affairs of Charteris,
though amusing enough, are not of sufficient
strength, especially in view of his somewhat un-
sympathetic character, to justify that side of
the appeal. The piece carries largely by reason
of its incidental fun, and its cleverness of scene
and dialogue. The seriousness of purpose is in-
jured by a levity of tone which has an effect of
being for its own sake. Yet a playwright of ex-
traordinary ability is plainly indicated in such a
handling of situation as that which closes the
first act, or in much of the dialogue, illustrated
by this speech of Charteris's:

CHABTEBIS. I tell you seriously, I'm the
matter. Julia wants to marry me: I want
to marry Grace. Enter Julia. Alarumsto be extended in
